WEST BERKSHIRE DIABILITY ALLIANCE

Disability Steering Group

Minutes of Meeting Held at

United Reform Church, Church Room,

Cromwell Place, Newbury

Monday 10th May 2004
PRESENT:

Mick Hutchins, Jill Bosley, Ron Renton, Roy Smith, Geoff Smith, Betty Hatton, George Athorn, John Carr, John Holt, John Shaw, Peter Dolphin, Dave Foster, Alec Jenkins, Peter Mason and John Head.

APOLOGIES:

John Clarke, Monnica Stewart, Janet Parker and Ann Darby.

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Mick Hutchins welcomed everyone to the meeting and round the table introductions were made.

2. “SUPPORTING PEOPLE” IAN GILDER WBDC

Unfortunately Ian Guilder was unable to attend the meeting. This topic will be scheduled for the Disability Forum to be held on Monday 6th September 2004.

3. TREASURERS REPORT

The Treasurer presented the statement of accounts and balance sheet for the year ended 31 March 2004. 

The layout of the accounts is presented in the format shown because it generally follows that required by the Charity Commission. This is in anticipation of the WBDA becoming a charity later this year.

An independent examiner will vet the accounts before they are proposed for approval at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Monday 12th July 2004.

The Treasurer explained that whereas officers and members of the WBDA, were not permitted to receive any financial reward for services rendered they could be reimbursed for expenses incurred whilst furthering the aims of the Alliance. He had discussed this matter with the Chairman and the acting Secretary and therefore proposed the following:

Officers and members attending meetings of WBDA, events and meetings on behalf of WBDA to be reimbursed on the basis of:

· Own vehicle @ same rate as Newbury Volunteer Bureau (currently 35 pence per mile).

· Cost of public transport or taxi fare as appropriate.

All claims for reimbursement must be submitted to the treasurer accompanied by the appropriate receipts.

The Treasurer’s proposal was accepted by the meeting.

This proposal was accepted by the meeting.

The treasurer asked the meeting to accept the Secretary as a third signatory for the WBDA current account held by the HSBC.

This was accepted by the meeting.

The Treasurer explained that although the Alliance had a healthy financial balance, it is only generating 0.1% in the HSBC current account. He stated that none of the banks and building societies offers suitable savings accounts; either a large balance would have to be kept on deposit or give 60 days notice of withdrawal or both to obtain a reasonable rate of interest. The most encouraging rate for the Alliances need was either National Savings Bank Instant Access or Investment Account requiring 30 days notice. 

The Treasurer had written to an insurance broker who specialises in charity organisations. He had requested a quote for a policy to cover member’s liability. It is anticipated that the annual premium will be about £100. 

The meeting agreed the Treasurer is to go ahead with this matter.

4. NEW CONSTITUTION

Peter Dolphin invited comment with regard to the previously circulated draft constitution.

John Carr brought forward two items based on the constitution of organisations he was involved with. He said that there was no mention of the accounts being examined and verified by an auditor. Peter Dolphin responded by stating that the WBDA would be recognised as a small charity and not obliged to have an auditor. However he had in mind a person independent of the Alliance who would vet the accounts at the end of each year and sign as to their correctness.

The other item was to consider the election of members to the Executive Committee by way of:

“At the Annual General Meeting one third of the Executive Committee or, if their number is not a multiple of three, then the number nearest one third, shall retire from office. The Executive Committee members to retire shall be those who have been longest in office since their last election but as between persons who were elected at the same time those to retire shall be determined by lot. A retiring Executive Committee member shall be eligible for re-election or re-appointment”.

John Carr’s reasoning for the above being:

· The member would serve a term of three years.

· This would be an advantage for WBDA, as it would give continuity each year, as only one third of the members would be replaced.

· Generally in the first year of office a person is finding their feet regarding how the committee works and in the second and third years they feel they have a more useful input.

· Quite often natural wastage will save drawing a lot.

It was agreed by the meeting to include this into the constitution. A final constitution would be put to the Annual General Meeting on Monday 12th July 2004 for acceptance. 

5. MINUTES OF MEETING 8th MARCH 2004

The minutes were accepted with following changes:

Item 7 substitute persons for people.

Item 8 - Page 2 - line 3 to read £200 not £250.

Page 3 - line 9 to read Gowrings not Gowerings.

Page 5 - paragraph 3 to be “In future the Disability Forum will be the responsibility of the WBDA supported by CAWB.

Page 5 - paragraph 5 - line 2 to read their not there.

5a. MATTERS ARISING

Item 3a(4) – Emergency Care Information

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers will have the ownership of the scheme, for at least the next twelve months and will act as the single point of contact for information assistance and collation of statistics. The final draft of the information leaflet and the form for carers to fill out has reached the final draft stage, it will now be checked and sent for printing. A programme to roll out the scheme and present the information has been formulated. The official launch will be during Carers Week, which is Monday 14th  – Sunday 20th June.

Item 3a(8) – Community Action West Berkshire (CAWB)

Jill Bosley informed the meeting that Jeremy Sandell will be the director of CAWB and is to take up his appointment in the very near future.

At the West Berkshire Disability Forum held on Monday 5th April 2004 Mick Hutchins had been accepted as being that Forums member of CAWB. 

Item 8a –Access Panel

Nothing has been heard from West Berkshire Council with regard to footpaths 22 and 23. It is recognised that these footpaths have been a problem for a while and it is anticipated that a quick response is unlikely. Janet Parker confirmed she had spoken to the Footpath Officer on this matter since the last meeting.  

Item 9a – Royal Mail

The exercise with the Royal Mail had gone well. It would appear that the lockers will not be at the Newbury sorting office but in Sainsbury’s car park, this will eliminate some of the original concerns. Royal Mail made a donation of £25.00 to WBDA funds together with a gift of biscuits. There is likely to be a further trial of other Royal Mail equipment at the Ormonde Centre in the near future.

Item 9c – West Berkshire Community Hospital

It seems that two disabled parking bays are to be provided nearer the main entrance of West Berkshire Community Hospital. WBDA will keep this under observation.

In the meantime pressure will be maintained to get action to resolve the parking and bus service problems. It is understood that Patients Panel are running with this issue to help move the matter forward and get it resolved.      

The new Mental Health building to be erected on the West Berkshire Community Hospital site has not been brought back to the access panel. In respect of Planning Regulations the local authority has passed the building. However with regard to compliance with Building Regulations, the local authority has not been involved, the Primary Care Trust choosing to use an “Approved Inspector”.  It was suggested that once the building has been completed the WBDA make a visit to see the outcome. 

The West Berkshire Community Hospital is on the agenda of the Mental Health Forum to be held on Thursday 3rd June 2004, a representative from WBDA will attend.

6. FEEDBACK FROM DISABILITY FORUM 5th APRIL 2004

A pleasing turnout was recorded. Some new members were recruited. 

The next Forum is to be held on Monday 6th September 2004. 

In October a joint meeting with the Older People’s Forum and will be devoted to the subject of transport. Representatives from various transport organisations will be invited; these will include taxis, buses and trains. Also invitations will be sent to appropriate West Berkshire councillors and officers, involved with transport matters. The format will be a “Question Time” style with Mick Hutchins acting as chairman. It will be an opportunity for members of both organisations to gather information and express their concerns. The meeting will probably take place in St Joseph’s church hall.     

7. DISABILITY FACILITIES GRANT REPORT

The expected report has not been produced as yet. Mick Hutchins is to attend a meeting on Thursday 13th May. One of the main concerns is eligibility to the scheme.

8. GOWRINGS MOBILITY SOUTH SHOW

This event is being held at Newbury Racecourse on Friday 4th June and Saturday 5th June. The WBDA has a stand for the two days, which will be shared with the Princess Royal Trust. 

At the event the www.diwb.org web site will be launched. Trevor Dobson who has both overseen and completed much of the work on this project will handle the launch, together with others from the Ormonde Centre and the WBDA.

The opportunity will be taken to explain the purpose of the WBDA and to encourage people to join the Alliance. George Athorn has produced a leaflet to assist in this and it will be available at the event. The leaflet sets out the aims and objectives together with the background of the WBDA, as well as giving contacts for those who wish to join or require further information.  

The Access Guide to West Berkshire will be available from the stand.

The chairman requested that any relevant photographs members could provide will be used on the display boards that form part of the stand.

A roster of volunteers to staff the stand over the two days is required. Names and availability are to be passed to the Chairman as soon as possible.

 9. DDA SEMINAR REPORT

The event went very well indeed and it was commented, “better than expected”. Janet Parker said that it was very worthwhile and it was her intention to ensure another is held in the future.

Peter Mason expressed that it had been invaluable in that disabled people had expressed and driven matters coherently to make officers and members very aware.

The Chairman thanked and congratulated Janet Parker and Dave Foster on their excellent effort in making the event so successful.

10. RAIL FACT FINDING TRIP

The sub group steering the rail trip to Oxford on Thursday 10th June 2004, is to meet at West Berkshire Council offices on Tuesday 25th May at 1030 hours. The meeting will finalise details, after which the Secretary will circulate information to all participants.

It would appear that numbers taking part will not be as many as first envisaged.

11. “CHOOSING HEALTH”

The document “Choosing Health” produced and published by the Department of Health had previously been circulated to WBDA members. The document is part of a national consultation on improving health. This consultation is a first step in a national debate on what can be done to improve health. 

Having assessed the document, the Department of Health are looking for ideas and proposals to be returned to the project team by 28th May 2004. Contributions would be welcomed throughout the consultation. In particular if there are emerging issues or contributions earlier in the process, these can be fed into the meetings of task groups.

Responses to the consultation will be used to develop a new White Paper to be published in the summer. This will set out what the Government will do to achieve change in the public sector and partnership with other organisations. 

Those members present at the meeting felt there was some difficulty in making a response. It was not clear exactly what is required. Members saw it as potentially being a “get out for the Government”. The meetings preference would have been to comment on a set of proposals and explanations, this would have helped to give a focus on the issues and allow for an easier method of establishing priorities. It was seen that that any response from the group would be a long process resulting in a detailed written document that would require time to produce. It was seen that this task was not possible to undertake due to the deadline date. 

The Chairman undertook review the meetings comments, look again at the document and decide whether a less involved response could be made.

12. REPORTS FROM OTHER GROUPS

a. The Chairman has been invited to sit on the “Newbury Town Centre Management Sub Group for Transport and Parking”. Membership of this group will be very useful in getting information across, high lighting current issues, as well as dealing with new ones. Hopefully this will ensure matters in respect of disability are dealt with on a proactive and not always a reactive basis. The Chairman’s preference would be for another member of the Alliance to take this reference. The next meeting of this group is to be held at Vodafone House, date to be advised.

Any member wanting to undertake this role should speak to the Chairman for further detail.

b. Access Panel 

Peter Mason reported that he had attended the usual monthly meeting. It had been expected that a West Berkshire Council member would be present but one was unable to attend.

A consultation was underway with regard to road works from Black Boys Bridge to St John’s Road roundabout. Concern was expressed about the pedestrian crossings being moved. There is a need to ensure the route to St John’s Post Office, Andover Road is at least maintained or preferably improved, as this is a very dangerous area. The plans submitted to the group were of a very fine scale, therefore key items were very difficult to identify and this is being dealt with.

Peter emphasised that it is very important that highways engineers continue to have issues regarding disability put to them, so they can then come back with satisfactory solutions. The process of heightening their awareness and education must be taken at every opportunity, which is why he mentioned at the DDA meeting all engineers must be made to attend this type information day.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. Roy Smith raised the matter of cyclists going up one-way streets the wrong way. The Chairman said he would write a letter to the Police with a specific request to monitor this situation.

b. Roy Smith commented on cycle racks in the town centre being used by people to tie up their pet dogs whilst they go into shops, leaving the animals unattended. This often causes difficulty to the blind handler of a guide dog, in that the other dog will try to come towards the handler’s dog thereby distracting it. It was suggested that a letter be put in the local paper to make members of the public aware. The Blind Society and the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association are aware of such issues but it would be timely to remind them of the practical problems of blind people.

c. Ron Renton informed the meeting that Newbury Football Club was holding a presentation lunch at their ground on Friday 28th May. A number of disabled people and those that represent organisations for the disabled had been invited. The club is endeavouring to promote disability awareness, with a particular focus being put to designing a new stadium, which will be planned and operated to make disabled people feel welcome and properly accommodated.

d. John Holt suggested that now is the time for members of the WBDA to raise questions on a series of issues at a full meeting of West Berkshire Council and at committees of the Council. John and Mick Hutchins had put together a paper detailing a number of questions. It was asked that members vet the questions and bring back their comments, together with any other questions in respect to pressing matters that should be added to the list.

John explained that members of the public are allowed one question only but can ask a supplementary based on the response. The question has to be submitted in writing seven days in advance of the council meeting. The question has to be read out exactly as submitted. He also said he would “knock the questions into shape” and provide individuals with guidance on the etiquette and procedure of council meetings together with the technique of asking questions. 

The Chairman undertook to obtain a schedule of full Council and committee meeting dates.

Volunteers must be available to submit and ask questions.

d. Jill Bosley informed the meeting that West Berkshire Council Social Services had withdrawn funding from the St John’s Ambulance Service at Theale. The funding had been used by St John’s at the east end of the district to provide an advocacy service, assistance with grant applications, carers on hospital trips etc. particularly for people with dementia and some other disabilities. The funding was withdrawn following a care inspection, when it was found that St John’s did not have the appropriate infrastructure in place to meet local authority and government guidelines.

Jill said CAWB was to get behind this matter when Jeremy Sandell is in post. At present a number of groups and individuals have been left disadvantaged. The matter is also to be brought up at the Older Peoples Strategy Group. It is quite appropriate for the local authority to buy services from the voluntary sector, however if organisations are failing in their standards they should be put in a position to correct these shortfalls rather than withdraw the service.

Jill will report back with information when she has a clear position.  

e. John Shaw said that as part of its ongoing equality campaign for disabled people, “SCOPE” is campaigning for the provision of accessible democracy. “Polls Apart – Campaigning for accessible democracy” is being used to improve accessibility of elections in the UK. At the last General Election 69% of polling stations that were surveyed nationally were inaccessible. Scope will require help in gathering evidence with regard to accessibility of polling stations.

An opportunity to help comes on Thursday 10th June, when the European elections and some local elections take place. More information is available from John Saw on 01959 564686 or e-mail john.shaw@scope.org.uk 

f. John Holt informed members of an invitation to all people with an interest in ME/CFS. Wednesday 12th May is International Awareness Day. Newbury Town Hall will be open to the public who can come along for an informal get together at 1400 hours to meet others sharing a similar interest.  

g. The Chairman representing WBDA and John Holt representing WBNA have had a meeting with Phil Barnett (West Berkshire Council member with responsibility for Community Care and Housing) and Jan Evans (the officer who is the Head of Older People’s Services for West Berkshire). The meeting was held to take forward the joint action plan formulated by both organisations. One positive outcome was that it had been agreed Home Care users/carers would be involved with the Home Care review. A user/carer will be on the steering group and others will sit on any relevant task groups formed as part of the review.    

14. DATES AND TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Monday 12th July 2004, 18.45 – 20.30hrs WBDA – AGM

Monday 2nd August 2004, 19.00 – 21.00hrs WBDA Executive Meeting

Monday 6th September 2004, 18.45 – 20.30hrs WB Disability Forum

Monday 13th September 2004, 19.00 – 21.00hrs WBDA Executive

October 4th 2004, 14.00 – 16.00hrs Joint Forum on Transport

Monday 8th November 2004, 19.00 – 21.00hrs WBDA Executive

Monday 13th December 2004, 14.00 – 16.00hrs WBDA Meeting
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