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Hydrotherapy and power-assisted gym update.
The Board is pleased to report further progress in establishing the legal structure of Berkshire Health & Well-being Social Enterprises and is most grateful to Blandy & Blandy Solicitors for help with the legal procedures. Sixteen voluntary and sporting organisations have indicated a willingness in principle to become members and we expect to issue an updated Prospectus inviting them and others to take up formal ownership shortly.

Berkshire West PCT has confirmed it is unable to commit any of its land to the project, so it will not be possible to site the pool and gym immediately adjacent to the West Berkshire Community hospital. Therefore the Board has explored a range of other land options and identified four that seem to have good potential. There are issues of planning permission, access to mains services and cost to consider, in addition to the important question of requiring an easily accessible and central location. In ballpark terms we need to acquire half an acre of land and the Board is looking at innovative ways to help secure a suitable plot.

The Board is satisfied that there is a substantial unmet demand for both hydrotherapy and power-assisted exercise in and around Newbury/Thatcham and is clear about the size of facilities needed. On the basis of the ongoing support we enjoy from many quarters and the expectation that we shall be able to establish a service free from rent or mortgage we know that our tariffs will be readily affordable and the draft business plan is sound.

We continue to welcome support from all quarters and are grateful for the many offers of help we have received. A further update will be issued when the next key development happens but in the meantime should you wish to find out more please get in touch!

John Holt

Interim Director

