West Berkshire Therapy Centre

Hydrotherapy Pool and Specialist Therapy Gym

News update 

2nd November 2009

Things have been moving on so many fronts and continue to do so that the information we are sending out today may be out of date by the time you get round to reading it. The first thing to let you know is that we have decided we should be known as the West Berkshire Therapy Centre, although we have also registered our organisation under the name Berkshire Health & Well-being Social Enterprises. 

Several weeks ago we started the process of securing planning permission on a plot of land that we have been kindly offered. The plot itself is very suitable in all key respects, but to construct our building will require special approval. Fortunately we enjoy some excellent professional support from several individuals and organisations, such that we are fully confident that we will be granted the planning permission we need. So the application is moving ahead and at some point soon we should be in a position to reveal the exact location. We think you will be delighted.   

The final construction cost for a building to house a pool, gym and associated facilities will depend on many factors but in ballpark terms the current estimate is £1.2million and we continue with delicate negotiations to secure that sum from a consortium of sources that will be followed by a major fund raising push, once we have confirmation of the heavyweight support we believe we can secure from our principal backers.

Having somehow managed for a whole year with no money, we now have some cash with which to help pay our way, thanks to West Berkshire Neurological Alliance, the organisation that initiated the whole idea. We need to improve our cash situation rapidly so that we can maintain momentum.   

We are now a registered Company, thanks to much hard work by one of our Directors, Norman Casson. Thanks also to Blandy & Blandy, Solicitors, for their considerable free legal help, for which we are most grateful.

We have decided to delay sending out the formal invitations to the sixteen organisations that signed up their interest in becoming members of our Social Enterprise, whose eventual role will include electing the Directors and influencing the way the organisation is run. We consider that our prospective members would prefer to see clear evidence that we have secured fully all of the main offers currently on the table before making their final commitment. 

Penny Lilley has temporarily stepped down as a Director for personal reasons and the remaining five Directors have launched a recruitment drive to replace her specialist physiotherapy knowledge and also to recruit three further Directors with skills embracing Communications, Fund Raising and Architecture & Design.

Our intent remains to provide a warm water pool for hydrotherapy and also a specialist gym equipped with a range of motorised exercise machines. Always intended, the facilities will be aimed at people with specific health and well-being needs. The services will become integral to improving the health and well-being of the community living within travelling range of Newbury/Thatcham.

Christine Eeley is currently recruiting a user group and the remit of that group will be to look at the plans we have been developing to ensure that both the general and the detailed design will be suitable for all users. As examples; pregnant ladies will have very different expectations to those of children with learning difficulties. At the same time, the facilities will also need to be able to accommodate several wheelchairs and those with walking sticks without creating any hazards to the visually impaired and others with special needs situations. We are determined to get these things right for everyone.  

We are confident about our business plan and, under the leadership of our Chairman, David Fothergill, the Board is in robust shape and will be developed so as to drive the project through to a successful, working establishment. The Board is satisfied that this important community health and well-being facility will be a long-term success. We believe that benefactors large and small will wish to have their names associated with this unique community facility. We trust that we will continue to enjoy your support.

For further information please contact: 

John Holt, 2, Clayhill Crescent, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2NP

Tel: 01635 33582    email: johnmholtbsc@aol.com
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