West Berkshire Disability Alliance (WBDA)

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd April 2007-04-24 

At

Highfield Day Centre, Calcot RG31 4XD

Welcome and Apologies

The Chairman being unwell but present at the meeting requested that George Athorn take the meeting.

Present: 

Mick Hutchins Chairman. 

George Athorn (in the chair) 

Garry Poulson 
Volunteer Centre West Berkshire (minutes) and Chair of Voluntary Sector Assembly

Sarah Ward 


Community Action West Berkshire,  

Judy McColloch 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust, 

Jan Evans 


West Berkshire Council and Berkshire West primary Care Trust, 

John Holt 


WBDA and West Berkshire Neurological Alliance, 

David Sharp


WBDA, 

Valerie Whitton 

Access officer West Berkshire Council

Doreen Bullen 

Elizabeth Court Theale

Betty Hatton 


WBDA and Hard of Hearing

Christine Ealy

Princess Royal Carers Service

Doris Bowler


Can-Do-It Club  Theale

Doreen Turner

Readibus

Ann Darby


WBDA

Roger Woad


Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus

Alan Fleming


Scrutiny Board

John Head


Kintbury Volunteer Centre

Apologies
Nora Schneider Readibus, David Foster West Berkshire Council, John Carr, Peter Dolphin  WBDA, Charles Baxter Newbury and Thatcham Hard of Hearing Club

Parish Planning
Sarah Ward gave talk about Eastern area parish planning. She reported that Theale is just commencing its parish plan; Tilehurst has shown interest but not yet started. Sarah demonstrated the progress that other parishes had made across the district and showed several parish plans that are now in print. She stressed the community nature of parish planning and the type of actions usually contained in them.  She wished to encourage all parts of the communities to participate in the process. 


Sarah impressed upon people that monies could be brought into parishes when plans are adopted and lodged with West Berkshire Council.


Members raised several points about disabled access for example.  Mr. Fleming raised concerns about the poor condition of urban footpaths, where dropped kerbs had been installed he said that sometime the angles were too steep.  Another  concern was that studded paving slabs - designed to assist blind and partially sighted people are a danger to mobility disabled people and infirm people who can trip on the studs or slip on them when they are wet.


The acting chairman thanked Sarah for attending the meeting.  Sarah took notes and contacts of several people that attended.

The Kennet and Thames Vision

Jan Evans  of  West Berkshire Council and Berkshire West Primary Care Trust attended the meeting to discuss services for the elderly and disabled. She highlighted several points from the Kennet and Thames Vision.  She explained why offices had been established in the east of West Berkshire and how the building in which we were meetings is playing its part in the delivery of services for older people particularly those with dementia.  She explained that services for older people with a physical disability and people with head injuries were now being provided for at and from the centre.  They are currently looking at providing for occupational therapy there too.  A support group for people with head injuries and a stroke club will also be provided for at the centre for those that want it.

With regard to information an “all you need to know” service is being provided by the Carers support service. Jan stressed the importance of the role of the West Berkshire Community Hospital in providing services which are easier to reach than going into Royal Berkshire and Battle Hospital. The acting chairman George Athorn  asked what the group could do to help her. She responded by saying that WBDA could assist by informing her of the needs of our members in order to assist the authority to choose its service providers.  From the floor Mr Woad asked why Occupational therapists were wasting time checking on damaged equipment rather that trusting the client to get the equipment repaired. Jan said she would look into that question.  Mr. Poulson reminded the meeting that Newbury Shopmobility is able to loan equipment such as power chairs and manual wheelchairs on a long term basis up to 12 weeks.

Mr. Fleming asked if domiciliary care hours could be extended for night time to take into account peoples social life and other commitments.  Mr. Athorn asked if a database system could be put into place in order that the authority could be proactive in advising clients what services were available as when they were put into place.

Judy McCulloch Berkshire West Primary Care Trust came to discuss the Primary Care Trust restructuring.

She was careful to state that as yet no decisions had been taken as to the new structure. This would be shaped by user’s questionnaires which were tabled at the meeting. She said there would be clear drive to make services local. And state again that people should play a part by responding to consultations such as the questionnaire, all of which should be returned by the 1st June 2007.

Questions from the floor: Mr. Woad asked why is the podiatry department at RB and B Hospital was upstairs?  Also why was the orthopaedic department upstairs? Transport was also raised as an ongoing problem either going into or departing hospital. The acting chair thanked Judy for her attendance.

West Berkshire Disability Equality Scheme

Mr. Alan Fleming explained that the first formal meeting would be on the 24th April 2007. Transport will be discussed as well as other issues and he would report back to this group with any progress it is making. 

Local Transport Plan

The acting chairman drew to the attention of the meeting a summary of the transport plan please se the attached summery with these minutes.

Notes from the Dec the 2006 meeting


No comments were made about the notes of that meeting.

AOB
Judy McCulloch raised the issue of the parking for the disabled in Newbury Market Place. Mr Poulson was aware that currently no enforceable parking order was in place for any vehicles there.


On behalf of a client she tabled a petition which was then signed by several members present pressing West Berkshire Council to make provision.

Date and Time of next meeting to be advised

