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Changing Places Toilet


The first Changing Places Toilet in our area will open in the Kennett Centre shortly (right). The toilet includes a fully height adjustable changing table with shower facility and a ceiling mounted hoist.


WBDA comment – we look forward to more Changing Places Toilets being built in West Berkshire.
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£1 million Adult Social Care budget pressures


WBDA is concerned to learn that West Berkshire Council (WBC) has close to a £1 million ‘budget pressures’ arising from Social Adult Care up to October. These budget pressures according to Graham Jones, Leader of the Council, are due to three key issues: the sudden closure of Trafalgar care home which forced the Council to purchase care home capacity well in excess of its market price; the loss of NHS funding following reviews of a number of service users with a Learning Disability; and demographic growth being higher than previous national predictions. Councillor Graham Jones went onto say that a number of steps will be taken across the Council to make savings. This will necessarily mean that vulnerable people will have to wait for care services, although the Council will ensure high critical risks to an individual are managed. WBC for many years had set the eligibility threshold to access Social Adult Care services at the ‘critical’ level, however local Care Managers have been able to take an enlightened and foreseeing view on assessments so services can be provided to stop people slipping into the higher critical levels of need. This approach has provided appropriate levels of care and support at the right time, allowing people to remain independent for longer, keeping them away from the higher critical levels of need and expensive and complicated packages of care and support, providing overall savings in the budget. WBDA’s main concern is that this policy will cease as Care Managers are encouraged to apply stricter interpretations of assessments meaning loss of independence for many people, unnecessary suffering and an actual increase in cost of providing care and support packages in the long run.   


WBDA Comment – we call upon WBC to relieve these budget pressures by using some of its financial reserves and if any cuts are necessary to look at other areas of the Council spend to make savings. The first duty of any Local Authority is to protect and support the most vulnerable members of society and if that is to cut back on some of the ‘nice’ things to preserve such services as the level of Adult Social Care services they provide then so be it.
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WBDA Members Lyndsay Care & Peter Dolphin in Newbury Market Place with Shopmobility to give advice to disabled people (left).  








Sue Hinks receives the 2009 WBDA member of year award for her work to improve the lives of blind and severely sight impaired people (right). 








Government Consultations on Care


WBDA has made a comprehensive response to both the Government Green Paper on the Future of Care and the recent Right to Control Consultation – to view our responses in full go to the WBDA website � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbda.org" ��www.wbda.org�











WBDA Christmas Quiz


We are putting on a Fun Christmas Prize Quiz at Fair Close Day Centre, Newbury, on Monday, 7th December. The Quiz Starts at 2:00pm, Maximum 4 Per Team, Cost £5 Per Team, which includes Refreshments and Mince Pies. Please book your table as early as possible to ensure a place.


Contact Mick Hutchins on 01635 31912; or Ron Renton on 07833 448837; or E-Mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbda.org" ��info@wbda.org�  All proceeds will go to WBDA and Fair Close.








Waitrose Communities Matter Project


WBDA has been chosen by the Waitrose store in Newbury as one of three organisations for their November 2009 Waitrose Communities Matter Project, so please put your green tokens in our slot and hopefully at the end of November we will  be the one  chosen to receive the most donations. Wish us luck.











Disability Information


The one thing people have consistently told WBDA they often find that there is a lack of information, from benefits advice, to where to access support groups. Disability Information West Berkshire has an excellent website � HYPERLINK "http://www.diwb.org.uk" ��www.diwb.org.uk� which provides a mass of useful information.





Hydrotherapy Pool and Disability Gym


The planning application for the proposed West Berkshire Therapy Centre is not straightforward but is being progressed with confidence and with the backing of some excellent professional advice. The Directors expect to make significant announcements soon. To offer help, become involved or for more information contact John on johnmholtbsc@aol.com     








WBDA Contact Details


Tel: 01635 31912


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbda.org" ��info@wbda.org�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbda.org" ��www.wbda.org�





Volunteering Event - The Volunteer Centre West Berkshire is putting on a big volunteer recruitment event on Saturday 16th January 2010 at the Corn Exchange Newbury. For more details call 01635 49004.








This newsletter has a distribution list of 1500+. If you or your organisation would like to sponsor an edition of this newsletter, please contact Mick Hutchins at the WBDA.











