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The Disability Equality Duty


As reported in January’s newsletter, West Berkshire Council (WBC) has produced its Disability Equality Scheme to meet its requirement under the new legal duty for public bodies. To ensure that WBC is accountable to all sectors of the local disabled community, a scrutiny board has been set up to monitor and access the Council’s progress in adhering to the duty, act as a conduit between local disability groups and the Council, act as an advisory body and if necessary take appropriate action if the Council’s fails to meet the requirements of the duty. The scrutiny board has now been formed and has undertaken two training sessions. The board starts its formal business on 24/03/07 and the membership make-up covers all the various stands of disability needs; mental health service users; learning disabilities; ambulant disability; wheelchair users; sight and hearing impairments; long term and long term fluctuating conditions; young disabled people; and last but not least carers. 


WBDA congratulations WBC for fully committing to the spirit of the duty and its initiative in setting up such a board which we believe is unique in the UK. We look forward to working with the board to make this exciting initiative a success, which will enable local disabled people to have a real and structured say regarding the services they receive and how they are delivered.








�





Another hazard spotted (above)


As predicted by WBDA the lampposts dotted about our streets that are not sited on buildings have become unofficial bike stands and yet another hazard for people with a sight impairment. Along with the ill thought out ‘shared space’ concept, A-frame advertising boards, forty gallon barrels and a raft of other street clutter, Newbury town centre is rapidly becoming a no go area for our blind and sight impaired citizens.


Hopefully we will soon have the talking sign system called REACT fully up and running in Newbury to help negate these hazards.





Berkshire Disability Information Network (BDIN) looks to be closing at the end of March owing to funding cuts from local authorities. BDIN was originally funded by the six Berkshire local authorities but this support seems to have been slowly withdrawn. 


If you require disability information on line then go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.diwb.org" ��www.diwb.org�  





The Bruce Trust


Who are based at Hungerford and provide holidays for disabled people and their families on the Kennet & Avon Canal have a group of ‘Barbers Shop Singers’ engaged to do a series of fund raising events over the period 19/04/07 – 22/04/07 around Bedwyn, Pewsey, and Devizes to enable them to keep prices down. The Trust is also starting a 50/50 Club (£1 per month – the more people that join the more you win and the more they raise!).


For more info regards the Bruce Trust or the above fund raising initiatives email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:enquiries@brucetrust.org.uk" ��enquiries@brucetrust.org.uk� or call 01627 5154








This newsletter has a distribution list of 1200+. If you or your organisation would like to sponsor an edition of this newsletter, please contact Mick Hutchins on 01635 31912








Need a meeting room?


Newbury racecourse has a number of small rooms perfect for management or committee meetings which available for community groups (subject to availability) – FREE OF CHARGE. All you do is provide your own refreshments and equipment, which can also be provided at a small charge. There are also larger rooms available at low cost if you need to hold something like an AGM. 


Contact Lisa Ward 01635 40015 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lisaw@newbury-racecourse.co.uk" ��lisaw@newbury-racecourse.co.uk�








Thanks to:


Greenham Common Trust for their grant of £5,400 over 3 years for WBDA’s running costs.


Newbury Racecourse for giving over a number of gate collections in 2007 to local charities such as the West Berks Neurological Alliance and the West Berks Alzheimer’s Society.


The late Dr Hirsch and his wife Gertrude for the gift of 2 REACT speakers. 








Neurological Conference


West Berks Neurological Alliance will be holding their 3rd Conference titled ‘Challenges facing Neuro Rehab’ at the Marriot Hotel, Padworth on 18/04/07.


For more info go to the website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbna.org.uk" ��www.wbna.org.uk�





WBDA Diary - 2007


Monday, 23rd April 2007


WBDA Open Meeting


18.45 hrs – 20.45hrs


Calcot/Theale area


Venue TBA





Monday, 4th June 2007 


WBDA Open Meeting


18.45hrs – 20.45hrs


Lambourn, Venue TBA





Monday, 23rd July 2007 


WBDA AGM


19.00hrs – 20.30hrs


Newbury, Venue TBA,





Monday, 3rd Dec 2007 


WBDA Christmas Event


Time & Venue TBA














WBDA Meetings info


The meeting at Calcot on 23/04/07 will assess the impact of a series of plans recently put in place effecting transport, WBC services, Parish planning and the Kennet & Thames Vision on disabled and older people lives (tea and coffee served at 18.30hrs) 


NB the Transport Seminar originally scheduled for Sept will now take place in 2008





Braille Printing


Newbury College has a Braille printing service. Contact:  Neil Robins on 01635 845282 – or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:printroom@newbury-college.ac.uk" ��printroom@newbury-college.ac.uk� 











