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This newsletter has a distribution list of 1200+. If you or your organisation would like to sponsor an edition of this newsletter, please contact Mick Hutchins at the WBDA.
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WBDA Member of the year


At the 2008 WBDA AGM Kate Green was presented with our member of the year award for 2007/08. Kate was given the award for her tireless work for WBDA, People with Leaning Disabilities and the wider disabled community and was presented the award by WBDA President Lady Howard de Walden (see picture above).





Camp Hopson’s Shopping Day


A regular part of our calendar now is the Caring Camps Christmas Shopping day.  As usual The Volunteer Centre and the Camp Hopson store have been working on a special shopping day for disabled and infirm shoppers. On Wednesday 12th November from 9.30 – 5.00 p.m. good old fashioned service will be available to us. As well as 20% off in most departments, extra seating will be placed around the store, coffee, sherry and mince pies will be served and all of the Camps staff will be extra aware of the needs of various disabilities. If you require a wheelchair or a scooter then call Newbury Shopmobility on 01635 523854 or call Garry Poulson for further information on 01635 49004. If your organisation would like to bring in a group of people then minibuses will be able to set people down right at the rear of the store off Parkway. 








Talking sign post system for blind & sight impaired people launched


React, a talking sign post system for blind & sight impaired people in Newbury town centre was formally launched by Newbury Mayor Phil Barnett on 3rd November 2008. The system consists of 26 strategically placed speaker units which are activated by a trigger module and covers the following areas of Newbury Town Centre: Northbrook Street; Bartholomew Street; the Market Place; the Wharf; Cheap Street & Market Street. Each unit has a recorded message which when activated tells the person information about where they are, as well as the layout of their immediate surroundings, and location of assistance points. With 26 speaker units Newbury is unique in the UK for having so much cover for a town its size. For more information about the system call Mick Hutchins on 01635 31912 or Dave Foster on 01635 519489.  


WBDA is proud to have played a pivotal role in getting the React system up and running in Newbury.
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Monday, 8th December


WBDA Open meeting


14.00hrs – 16.00hrs


The Church Room


United Reform Church


Cromwell Place


(off West Street)


Newbury, RG14 1AF





WBDA contact details


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbda.org" ��www.wbda.org�


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbda.org" ��info@wbda.org�


Tel: 01635 31912
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Disability Info?


Why not try: � HYPERLINK "http://www.diwb.org" ��www.diwb.org�








Join Us for Mince Pies


All members, friends & supporters of WBDA and anyone with an interest in the issues surrounding disability are welcome to join us at our Open Meeting on 08/12/08 for chat and chance to network over coffee/tea and mince pies (see WBDA Diary 2008 for details).








2009 Access Guide – Volunteers wanted


Next year WBDA in partnership with West Berkshire Council will be producing a new Access Guide for West Berkshire. The 2009 edition will be more comprehensive than its predecessors and will include hotels, places of interest, churches, leisure centres etc and we will need people to go around the district to survey and make a report on premises.


If you want to help contact Mick @ WBDA 








Car Parks


West Berkshire Council have started to turn their car parks into pay on foot parking. While this concept may be popular with some people using car parks there are significant problems for some disabled drivers. For Example – In Newbury the Kennet Centre and Northbrook multi-storey car parks have a License Plate Recognition System and once a Blue Badge holder has recorded their vehicle registration number on the system the entry and exit barriers will open automatically via a camera recognising the registration plate of the vehicle. Unfortunately, there was not enough funding to provide this system in the Wharf Road car parks being converted to pay on foot parking and the council are asking Blue Badge (BB) holders to take a ticket to enter the car park and when leaving to press the intercom button on the exit barrier. When answered, you are asked to display the BB to a CCTV camera and the exit barrier will be opened. It all sounds good, unless you have limited upper limb mobility or no one answers the intercom and the barrier remains down and you find yourself at the head of an angry queue hooting at you to get a move on. Beware, there’s a pay-on-exit car park coming near you!


WBDA Comment – with town centre BB Bays disappearing or being relocated due to pedestrianisation and car parks proving difficult to access, there will only be one loser – local businesses, as disabled people looking for accessible parking look more to out of town retail parks and supermarkets.
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