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Discussion Point 1





Financial Impact on Care 





June Graves informed the Board that due to financial pressures and changes in longevity and demography all service provision has been scrutinized and reduced where possible.  However, she assured the Board that quality of care provided would not be compromised. 





There are a number of routes to access the system (Gps, agencies, friends and voluntary sector) and once the need for care is identified a care package will be met.





It was pointed out that emphasis is on assisting people back to independence, thus ensuring a lower level of need for care than before.





Although there was some concern about negative behaviour by care staff, this is not condoned and everyone is encouraged to complain if necessary of compliment when appropriate.











Focus for Next Meeting





Highways and Transport





Single Equity Scheme





Meeting with Chief Executive





Prior to the meeting, the Board met with the West Berkshire Chief Executive, Nick Carter.  He acknowledged the increasing awareness of disability issues across the Council due to the work the Board does.





A number of issues were raised with Mr Carter, namely: a greater understanding of disability issues with regard to highways; future mental health provision; concessionary bus passes and disabled car parking.











Dates for next Board meetings: Thu 18thMar 10.30am, Thu 24thJun 10.30am, Thu 30th Sep 10.30am, Thu 27th Jan 10.30am











Request





If you have any issues of concern that you would like the Board to raise with the Council, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk" �info@wbscrutinyboard.org.uk� or telephone (01635) 503060 and a member of the Board will get back to you.





For further information about the 


Board visit: www.westberks.gov.uk/desscrutinyboard














A number of actions were updated from the last meeting





An article about the work of the Board will be published in the next issue of ‘A Great Place to Live’





The addition of the ‘Browsealoud’ system for the Council website for those visually impaired was investigated, but proved to be too costly. 





It has been reported that work is due to start sometime this year on disabled parking at Newbury Station.














