

Minutes

1. Welcome and Apologies

Attendees:

President: Lady Howard de Walden
Chairman: Mick Hutchins

Treasurer: Peter Dolphin

Secretary: George Athorn

Members: Charles Baxter, John Carr, Isobel Eeley, Betty Hatton, John Head, Ron Renton, Roy Smith, Janet Parker, David Sharp, Kate Green, Catherine Bishop, Nora Schneider, Alan Fleming, Sarah Greenway, Jean Read. 
Associates: Dave Foster, Judy McCulloch, Christine Eeley.
Guests: Sandy Jeffery, Jeremy Sandell, Joanna Richardson, Roy Rayner, David Campbell, Prof Keith Bright and Mrs Bright, Patrick Slater.
	Apologies: Roslyn Baker, Carole Winter, Doris Carter, John Holt, Jill Bosley, Doreen Bullen, Chreanne Montgomery-Smith, Shelly Hambrecht, Anna Porter, Pat Herriman, Jean Read, Ewan Dunbar, Sian Cook, Jan Evans, Alison Love, Nick Carter, Jayne Mills, Paul Hendry, Adrian Edwards, Jane Belcher, Phil Dray, Margaret Goldie, Valerie Witton, Susan Farrant, Sir William Benyon, Martin Salter MP, Richard Benyon MP, Patrick Leavey, Teresa Bell.

	2. Minutes & Matters Arising from WBDA AGM 17th July 2006

	Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting had been circulated with the agenda; there were no questions or matters arising from the membership. Therefore, a motion was put to the membership for acceptance of minutes for 2006

Proposed: David Sharp

Seconded: John Carr

	Members voted unanimously to accept the minutes with a show of hands

	3. Treasurer’s Report [Appendix 1]

	Peter Dolphin gave his report, full version can be read in appendix One of these minutes.  Therefore, a motion was put to the membership for acceptance of the Treasurers report for 2006 - 2007

Proposed: Ron Renton

Seconded: Janet Parker

	Members voted unanimously to accept the report with a show of hands

	

	

	4. Chairman’s Report [Appendix 2]

	Mick Hutchins gave his report, [a full version can be read in appendix Two of these minutes]. Following some questions from the floor, a motion was put to the membership for acceptance of the Chairman’s report for 2006.

Proposed: John Head

Seconded: Janet Parker

	The membership unanimously accepted the Chairman’s report with a show of hands

	5. Election of Chairperson 2007 – 2010

The constitution states that each year one member of the officers has to stand down, this year it was Mick Hutchins turn. Mick has agreed to stand again as Chairman. Before election, Mick needed to be voted back on to the Executive Committee.


	Nomination:
John Head

Proposed:  

John Carr
Seconded by: 

Peter Dolphin
The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands.

 


Following the membership’s acceptance of Mick Hutchins to the Executive Committee the membership voted on the Chairman’s position

	Nomination:
John Head

Proposed  

John Carr
Seconded  

Peter Dolphin
The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands.

 


As there were no other nominations, the membership unanimously accepted this nomination with a show of hands.

	6. Election of Secretary 2007 – 2010


Due to personal reasons, George Athorn was not able to continue as WBDA Secretary. He was willing to continue on the Executive Committee and to undertake the duties of Membership Secretary to reduce the workload for any incoming Secretary.

	Nomination
	None
	Proposed  
	
	Seconded 
	

	Nothing to vote on.


The Executive Committee will share the responsibilities of Secretary until a person can be found to take on the role. 

7. Election of Executive Members 2007 – 2010
The constitution states that one third of the Executive committee must stand down each year. This year, Alison Clarke resigned, Jill Bosley stood down and Mick Hutchins and George Athorn were due to stand down, with two additional vacancies were not filled at the 2006 AGM, gives a total of six members to be elected.

Nominations

1. Mick Hutchins – See Chairperson’s voting

2. Betty Hatton [was co-opted in July 2006] – to be voted in.

	Nomination
	Betty 

Hatton
	Proposed  
	John 

Head
	Seconded
	Janet Parker

	The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands.


    3. Gary Poulson [was co-opted in July 2006] – to be voted in.

	Nomination
	Betty 

Hatton
	Proposed 
	John 

Head
	Seconded
	Janet Parker

	The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands


4. George Athorn – standing again – to be voted in

	Nomination
	George

Athorn
	Proposed
	Peter Dolphin
	Seconded 
	Janet Parker

	The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands


5. Vacancy – Kate Green [was co-opted in May 2007] – to be voted in.

	Nomination
	Kate

Green
	Proposed
	John Head
	Seconded 
	Janet Parker

	The membership accepted this nomination unanimously with a show of hands


6. Vacancy - No nominations

	Nomination
	
	Proposed
	
	Seconded by 
	

	


8. Any Other Business and General Discussion

Ron Renton [member] Wanted to register his comments regarding the Newbury Vision. Loss of kerbs has caused major problems for partially sighted people and their guide dog. Parking bays are being lost and moved further away from the shops [esp. Market Place]. He urged WBDA to ask Councillors why they had run rough shod over our views.

Mick Hutchins – Reminded everyone that we had never agreed the plan, and had written to the NWN to that effect. He agreed that shopping and car 

parking were still issues, and promised to use the Disability Equality Scheme [D.E.S.] Scrutiny Board to push issues.

Joanna Richardson [West Berkshire Council] Said she would feed back to Emma Webster. She added that the real test of the DES would be when it produces an action plan and how that is implemented.

Mick Hutchins – Thanked Joanna for all the work she had put in to make the DES work in West Berkshire.

9. WBDA Member of the Year Award 2006 - 2007

	This year Lady Howard de Walden presented Sarah Greenway with the Member of the Year shield. Sarah, has worked tirelessly to persuade West Berkshire Council to give exit passes [transponders] to carers of children who have a blue badge for the pay on exit car parks. Until reminded by Sarah WBC seemed to forget that carers cannot leave a child in the car whilst getting a ticket validated!

	

















         
The WBDA is supported by:  Newbury Town Council, Comic Relief,

The Berkshire Community Foundation, Englefield Trust,

Greenham Common Trust and Awards for All.

