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Hydrotherapy Pool and Specialist Power-assisted Therapy Gym

News update 

8th February 2011

We are delighted to update you with recent developments and to let you know what we will be doing in the coming months. The full professional team is now all in place, preparing a planning application for a community hydrotherapy pool and specialist disability gym on the outskirts of Newbury and Thatcham. The drawings are complete and our Planning Consultant is working with engineering consultants, environmental consultants and our legal team to get the application pulled together.

The costs of the application are being covered by grants from West Berkshire Neurological Alliance, Newbury & District MS Society, West Berkshire Disability Alliance and private donations. We are most grateful for all that support. The application cannot be approved by Planning Officers without also having to be approved by the Planning Committee, so the process is likely to take a few months.

 

The costs of acquiring the plot will be covered through a joint development, known as a ‘Section 106 agreement’ and we are most grateful to the landowners for their ideas and supportive approach, making it possible to acquire the land without having to raise any cash. 

 

Once all the above is secured we will be clearer about the cost of the building, currently estimated at around £1.2 million. We have been in a longstanding dialogue with Greenham Common Trust, which remains supportive. We have always assumed that we will need to raise a significant sum to complete the construction and commissioning stage and have plans in place to see that through. We need to find additional volunteers to drive that fund raising phase and have an immediate need to replace the funds we are currently spending on the planning application.

 

Our not-for-profit social enterprise has been registered as a Company and charitable status has been applied for.  Sixteen local voluntary and sporting organisations initially expressed interest as stakeholders and we will be making arrangements later this year to establish them as members with voting rights, the method whereby the Board will be held to account.

Our web site, developed with help from Add Extra, contains further information and is regularly updated. If you are interested in volunteering or supporting this major community project in any way we would be delighted to hear from you!

For further information please contact John Holt on:

     01635 33582     john.holt@westberskshiretherapycentre.org.uk 

or view http://www.westberkshiretherapycentre.org.uk/
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