WEST BERKSHIRE DISABILITY ALLIANCE

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 HELD AT UNITED REFORM CHURCH, 

CHURCH, ROOM, CROMWELL PLACE, NEWBURY

MONDAY 12th JULY 2004
PRESENT:

Mick Hutchins, Jill Bosley, Ron Renton, Roy Smith, Betty Hatton, George Athorn, John Carr, Monnica Stewart, John Shaw, Janet Parker, Dave Foster, Peter Mason, Judy McCulloch and John Head.

APOLOGIES:

Peter Dolphin, John Clarke, John Holt, Geoff Smith, Roslyn Baker, Ian Langrish, Alec Jenkins and Jenny Hatch. 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Mick Hutchins welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions by all present were made.

2. TREASURES REPORT

The format of the accounts as shown is to follow that required by the Charity Commission, this is anticipation of the WBDA becoming a charity later this year.

Mr Brian Burgham kindly carried out an independent examination of the accounts, for this the WBDA thank him.

Monnica Stewart proposed the accounts be adopted, seconded by Ron Renton and supported by the meeting.

3. CHAIRMANS REPORT

The Chairman presented his report to the meeting. The full report is attached to these minutes as Appendix 2.

4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairman - one member nomination being Mick Hutchins. Proposed by Monnica Stewart seconded by John Carr and supported by the meeting.

Treasurer - one nomination being Peter Dolphin. Proposed by Jill Bosley and seconded by Janet Parker and supported by the meeting.

Secretary - one nomination being John Head. Proposed by Ron Renton, seconded by Peter Mason and supported by the meeting.

5. ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE

For the remaining seven Executive committee positions there were seven nominations as follows:

Ron Renton

John Holt

Monnica Stewart

George Athorn

Peter Mason

John Clarke

John Carr

Under the circumstances it was suggested by the meeting to deal with this “en Bloc” on this occasion. Therefore Mick Hutchins proposed all seven members, seconded by John Head and supported by the meeting.

6. NEW CONSTITUTION

The previously circulated constitution was proposed for adoption by John Head, seconded by Monnica Stewart and supported by the meeting.

The meeting was asked to consider that the WBDA apply for charity status. Monnica Stewart proposed that the WBDA make the necessary arrangements and apply for charity status, seconded by George Athorn and supported by the meeting.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. Monnica Stewart told the meeting she had been to London and had broken her journey east bound on the M4 at Heston Services. Using the opportunity, she visited the disabled lavatory, which she remarked was very clean but unsuitable for purpose. Although she did not visit the rest of the service station, on the outward carriageway from London, she had no reason to believe the situation was any different. What she had seen was technically disappointing. This was particularly poignant in that this was the first Service Station west of Heathrow Airport. Monnica said one would have hoped to find “the flagship of disabled toileting facilities”, to greet our foreign visitors. She had observed a notice, which gave a telephone number should anyone have any observations to make. On her return to her home she rang the number and to her great surprise the call was answered by a real person (not an answering service). The company received the call with enthusiasm and Monnica was given time to explain her concerns fully and in some detail. She was pleased to be able to say that the reaction was courteous, interested and understanding.

         Monnica went onto explain the reason for her journey. It was to take          

         her to the Royal College of Physicians, to attend a seminar dealing   

         with “Bowel Management”. Monnica stated that this is a subject    

         requiring a heightened profile and perhaps was a topic for the

         WBDA in the future,

b. Monnica Stewart asked whether it was true that the Primary Care Trust and West Berkshire Council were in talks and negotiations in respect to forming a Joint Care Trust. This was an issue she felt the WBDA ought to be asking of our councillors and PCT Board members. Judy McCulloch responded, that it would appear to be feasible and there would be a consultation process, if it were to become a serious proposal. She observed that some PCT’s are amalgamating. There is evidence of this close to home, across the border in Oxfordshire. A number of comments were made at the meeting, about differences in cultures and priorities between local authorities and PCT’S, funding from separate organisations and differences in geographical boundaries.

     The Chairman stated we must ask questions of the appropriate     

      responsible people. In particular to ensure that, if the formation of   

           a Joint PCT is seen as a possibility, adequate consultation time is 

           given. Groups will need time to get their members together to 

           discuss and prepare a considered response.

c. Janet Parker spoke of the old DAWB website. This has not been maintained and is out of date. George Athorn asked that Janet pass the necessary details to him. He will undertake to ensure that the new website is the only one available.

d. The Hungerford Older Peoples Forum had been given details of Help the Aged’s “Handy Van” scheme. The scheme is new to West Berkshire. The scheme is aimed at older people who have limited funds, so as to make their lives easier and safer. The scheme will advise on safety and security, install smoke detectors, security up grades on doors and windows, door viewers and low energy bulbs etc. Another service offered is that of the community alarm scheme, called “senior link”, which is an immediate response 24-hour service, free or low-cost.  

e. Ron Renton informed the meeting he was a member of the Sovereign Housing residents consultative committee. Should any disabled resident of Sovereign continue to have a problem with housing matters after they have exhausted the normal channels, he can help. Wherever, residents are located in West Berkshire if contacted he will ensure they are put in touch with their appropriate local representative.

f. It was brought to the attention of the meeting, that it was felt by some blind and visually impaired members that the “Kennet Cassette” was not necessarily a true representation of the content of the “Newbury Weekly News”. After some debate and comment the Chairman said he would do some research and put the matter on the agenda of the next WBDA Executive meeting to be held on Monday 2 August 2004.

g. Peter Mason informed the meeting, that he has now seen revised plans of the new Metal Health Building to be erected at the West Berkshire Community Hospital site. He was able to confirm that the current plans now detailed the installation of a lift.

h. John Shaw gave information regarding the “Free to Pee” campaign, Friday 1 October, this will coincide with the start of the next stage of the Disability Discrimination Act. 

i. The Chairman agreed to record a tape for Frank Sawbridge, acknowledging and thanking him for all his work over the years, his efforts will be missed.
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