WEST BERKSHIRE DISABILITY ALLIANCE

West Berkshire Disability Alliance 

Special General Meeting

Monday 17th January 2005

United Reform Church, Church Room,

Cromwell Place, Newbury
Present:

Mick Hutchins, Peter Dolphin, Peter Mason, John Clarke, John Carr, Ron Renton, George Athorn, Roy Smith, Jean Brown, Janet Parker, Alec Jenkins, Christine Eely, Betty Hatton, Charles Baxter, Dave Foster and John Head
1. Welcome & Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed the Members to the Special General Meeting.
Apologies were received from John Holt, Ken Barnes, Geoff Smith, John Dolton, Jill Bosley and David Rendel.

2. Amendment of the WBDA Constitution

It was noted that there were 14 voting members present, exceeding the requirement for a quorum, in compliance with the WBDA Constitution.

The Chairman reminded the meeting that in the WBDA’S efforts to become a registered charity, its Constitution had to comply with the criteria set out by the Charity Commission. 

The existing Constitution had been approved by the WBDA membership at the Annual General Meeting held on 12 July 2004. Subsequently the Executive had reviewed the document, following advice given by the Charity Commission and the WBDA Treasurer Peter Dolphin. The Executive had agreed in principle, that Section D of the Constitution titled Object, required to be amended.

Peter Dolphin had drafted and sought approval from the Charity Commission of a revised Section D. Having achieved approval; he set out a proposal for consideration by the membership of the Alliance. This proposal was sent to all members on 19 December 2004, together with notice of a Special General Meeting. The SGM was to be held on Monday 17 January 2005.  The letter explained the SGM was being called to put the proposal to the WBDA membership for approval or otherwise.

The Chairman proposed to the meeting that the current Section D Objects, as set out in the West Berkshire Disability Alliance Constitution, be replaced with the following:

D  Objects 

The Charity’s objects (the objects) are:

To promote the benefit and relieve the charitable needs of people with disabilities throughout West Berkshire by:

(i) Assisting and supporting any organisation and individuals working on disabilities issues.

(ii) Increasing the understanding of problems of disability and social exclusion.

(iii) Providing a means of consultation and joint action among     

                voluntary and statutory organisations concerned with social  

                and economic inclusion of all people with disabilities         

                through civil dialogue.
Peter Dolphin seconded the proposal and a unanimous vote of acceptance was made by the voting membership present at the meeting.

There being no other business on the agenda the meeting was closed by the Chairman. 
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