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West Berkshire Council for Voluntary Service

2nd Floor, 123/126 Winchcombe House,

Bartholomew Street, Newbury, RG14 5BN

Tel - 01635 523861 Fax - 01635 529722

Email – westberkscvs2@hotmail.com

            

Supported by : West Berkshire Council and Community Fund    

President: Lady Howard de Walden

Company No 4009164 Charity No 1081797

West Berkshire 

Disability Alliance

c/o Mick Hutchins, Chairman, 59 Digby Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1TS 

Tel 01635 49701


 Disability Steering Group 

Minutes of Meeting held

United Reform Church, Church Room, Cromwell Place

Newbury

Monday 19 January 2004 6.45pm – 8.45pm  

Present:

Jill Bosley, John Clarke, Peter Dolphin, David Foster, Betty Hatton, John Head, John Holt, Mick Hutchins, Alec Jenkins, Peter Mason, Janet Parker, Geoff Smith,

Monnica Stewart

Apologies:

Ken Barnes, John Carr, Alison Clarke, Ann Darby, Ian Langrish

1. Welcome and Introductions

 Mick Hutchins welcomed everyone to the meeting and round the table introductions were made.

2. Treasurers Report

Peter Dolphin mentioned that the £370 received from Newbury Town Council had received 3p interest in the WBDA bank account.

Mick gave a short budget forecast about funding applied for: - He mentioned that Jim Sweeting had suggested that the WBDA may stand a better chance for WBC funding now they were established and up and running.

On the 29th January Mick will give a short presentation to the Berkshire Community Fund in connection with £10,000 funding bid request.

A bid for £4,960 from Comic Relief will be known at the end of February and Greenham Common Trust had been approached for the same amount.

Peter Dolphin suggested the WBDA should go for charitable status and presented a revised copy of the WBDA Constitution based on the model constitution of the Charity Commission.

3. Minutes of Meeting from 24/11/03 

Accepted apart from, in section four change wording from ‘flexible in their needs’ to ‘flexible to their needs’

4. Matters Arising

Mick suggested that Alan Taylor should be asked to speak at the next Disability Forum on Direct payments and Paul James, would be asked to speak about the ‘Pathway to Employment’ scheme.

Emergency Care Information

A pilot study had been carried out. A good response had been received. After evaluating the form - the form had been changed to reflect interests.

Disabled Facilities Grant

This was going well. The group’s remit was to look at the DFG and then make recommendations

Local Access Forum

Still no reply had been received. Barney Wilson from Hungerford was an independent representative on the Forum and it was suggested he should be contacted and asked to meeting or ask if the WBDA could have a copy of the minutes.

It was also suggested that another letter should be sent to Elaine Cox.

5. Review of 2003

Mick Hutchins presented a report to the meeting and copies were handed out to everyone.

Mick mentioned that the WBDA has enough money for meetings up to July at the moment.

He explained that the WBDA had raised it profile by sitting on various panels. Mick mentioned the group’s practical successes and failures. 

In the future he wanted to raise the profile of the Disability Forum. At the moment there were 166 names on the mailing list and he wanted to bring new faces to Disability and enable new ideas and issues to be taken on board.

During his review Mick mentioned the Access panel and how important this was for the WBDA and other partnerships including the Transport Action Group (TAG) and the Newbury & Community PCT Patients Panel. 

Mick singled out the Physical Disability Strategy Group, for having no direction and it was Mick’s opinion that this group needed a shake-up in 2004.

The Disability Facilities Grant (DFG) project group was a very important group and could make a difference to the lives of disabled people in West Berkshire and was very important for the WBDA in 2004 as was the website group project.

In conclusion, Mick suggested that the WBDA need to reach out to disabled people in the more rural and eastern parts of the region and recruit more working members to the group and to secure future funding.

Monnica Stewart commented that Mick had carried out a lot of work on the report and added that DAWB’s work on recruiting a part-time Access Officer should be included in the report.

6.Community Care ‘Joint Action Plan’

The Steering Group was asked for their comment on the Draft document. Monnica was concerned about the wording of the paragraph that deals with who qualifies for grants.

John Clarke thought that there was a need to advertise more about the grants available as there are were a lot of people out there who don’t know about grants (one stop shop idea)

Mick Hutchins asked if the steering group accept the third draft as its stands and Peter Mason proposed the Steering Group should go with the document and add any changes that may come along in the future.

7. WBDA Field Trip

Mick explained this would be a fact-finding mission and he would like to include Janet, Dave and John Clarke as well as other volunteers plus helpers. Mick said he wanted to present details/budget to the Transport Action Group (TAG) meeting on March 16th.

The Trip was scheduled for May and would also include John Head, Peter Dolphin and Monnica Stewart

Janet said it would be useful to go out of the station at Reading, as there maybe a problem with the turnstile. It would be useful to drop off at a small station and ring up the help line. It was suggested the Ormonde Centre and Claire Hammond should be told about the field trip.

Mick suggested that the findings should be reported back to TAG and asked if Janet would give a short PowerPoint presentation at that meeting.

8. CAWB Update

Jill Bosley reported that a funding decision from WBC still had to be made. A financial meeting would be held on the 24th February 2004 

There would be some slippage time before CAWB would be established, maybe mid February. 

Jill mentioned the WBCVS full forum meeting on 28 January and said the voluntary sector could put their views forward then.

As CVS had no money, Mick suggested John could do the minutes in the future and they would ask David Tait about using a room at the Ormonde Centre for meetings.

9. Website and Access Guide Update

Janet Parker explained the Access Guide was now at the publishers. Owen Jeffrey and Mick Hutchins had written introductions for the publication and the publication date would be April. 2004.

Janet said that 50 companies were interested in the lunchtime seminar idea. Gowrings Mobility was interested in this idea as a joint venture and it was hoped Keith Bright could be invited as a speaker. The idea would be to tie this in with the launch of the Access Guide. The Guide would be placed on the West Berkshire Council website as a PDF file and the Guide would be despatched in public places.

A meeting at Newbury College on the ‘Disability in West Berkshire’ Website is scheduled

for the 3rd February 2004 at 1.00pm and it was hoped to launch the website at the June Gowrings Mobility Roadshow.

10. Reports from other Groups

Peter Mason reported back from the Access Panel Meetings he had attended. 

The proposed bridge over the river in Walton Way would be discussed again at the next access meeting because of disability problems with wheelchairs.

Peter Mason would also send a letter on behalf of the WBDA concerning Bartholomew Street/Mansion House Environmental Consultation Letter. He also mentioned that work for the contract had already been issued. Janet Parker suggested she would contact Mark Edwardson about this.

The Monkey Bridge was raised again and Peter explained the proposal consisted of an L Shaped ramp and bridge effect with roundabout at one end on stilts. It was quite steep 1:13 and you had to walk past the bridge to get on the ramp. There was no disabled access and there would be problems for women with pushchairs.

Peter asked if anyone else would be interested in going on the Access panel because Frank Sawbridge had retired from the panel. Geoff Smith would ask Roy Smith if he would be interested in coming on the panel.

Peter Mason mentioned that a number of footpath applications had been received which need to be looked at.

11. Any Other Business

Janet Parker mentioned that WBC have published a new transport leaflet called ‘Getting there! A guide to Passenger Transport in West Berkshire.

Monnica Stewart mentioned the Disability Rights Commission and that focus groups were being held in other parts of the country if anyone wanted to attend. It was also reported that no toilets in West Berkshire had been closed and that public toilet doors now had a raised surface on them. The issue of public toilets would be put on the next meeting’s agenda.

John Clarke mentioned that Alison had been told that Disability Access will be provided on the Oxford Road and that Waitroses will take Alison around the new shop to try out tactile surfaces etc

11. Date of Next Meeting

The next Steering Group Meeting will be on Monday March 8th at 6.45pm at the United Reform Church.

The next WBDA Forum will be the 5th April 2004 (venue to be decided)

Meeting closed at 8.55pm


    Next Meeting

West Berkshire Disability Alliance Steering Group

Monday, 8th March 2004

United Reform Church

Church Room, Cromwell Place, Newbury

6.45pm - 8.45pm

