

Minutes of WBDA Executive 

Meeting on Monday 30th March 2009

Present: 

Mick Hutchins, Betty Hatton, Kate Green, Peter Dolphin, John Head, John Holt, John Carr, Lyndsay Care and Garry Poulson.
Apologies: 

George Athorn and Ron Renton
Mick explained that he had tried to contact Anne Darby with no success so he cancelled the Readibus. 
Tributes were paid to Charles Baxter who passed away on 4th March. Charles was the Chairman of the Newbury and Thatcham Hard of Hearing Club. Charles was a great supporter of WBDA and also a Gentleman. If he couldn't attend a meeting or send a representative, he would always send a typed letter of apology. Charles will be missed by all who knew him.

Garry added that he felt if anyone wanted to contact Charles’s wife Elsie it would be welcomed.
Item 2: 

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.

Regarding Betty’s loop system, betty had been informed by WBC that she could appeal which she had done in writing and was still waiting to hear back.

Mick will also contact the RNID.

       Action Mick Hutchins
Problems with the disabled spaces in the car park by the wharf toilets, John C to chase up WBC

     Action John Carr
After meeting note John had received an e-mail from M Cole stating that Brian Leahy will be dealing with it on his return on the 6th 

Item 3: 

The Executive were given a copy of the latest balance sheet.

Peter explained that the accounts will show the only income this year is from interest from the COIF deposit account. Except what is collected at the racecourse.

Ron had found a printer which further reduced the cost of the newsletter.

A discussion took place about fund raising for the future; the following ideas were put forward:

Apply to Snowdrops organisers at Welford.
Apply to Waitrose Newbury to be one of their staff charities.
Apply to Newbury Town Council.
Volunteers for the collection at the racecourse, to be finalised at the April meeting. Mick to approach Roy to see if he is able to attend with Vance and confirm details with racecourse.
       Action Mick Hutchins
It was agreed any expense for travel by car would be at 40p per mile.

It was agreed that the WBDA would not apply to collect at the Crafty Raft day in Victoria Park.

John explained that the lottery licence required for the Christmas Quiz would cost £40 and be valid for 1 year, so could be used for other fund raising events. 

He and Ron and met and decided that a quiz of 80 questions would be needed with at least 6 where the answer would not be found on Google. 2 other has expressed a wish to help setting it up. 1st idea would be to e-mail/post out the question sheet and entries would only be accepted if accompanied with a cheque/cash for £2 (open for debate).
        Action Ron Renton & John Carr
Item 4:
React
A React subcommittee meeting had been held; to date there had been no input/comments on the messages on the system.

It is believed that there are only 4 regular users of the system.

John C is to contact Mark Rose to see if there is any further information on the transponders from SFX who manufacture them.

     Action John Carr
Pamela Bale is to be contacted with regard to contacting the Parkway Developers to install the REACT speakers in the development.

       Action Mick Hutchins
REACT sign to be incorporated in the Newsletter.

       Action Mick Hutchins
John C to contact Corn Exchange with Stuart Clark re siting of the speaker.
     Action John Carr
John C reported that he had contacted WBC re speaker supply outside Lloyds Bank, it was hoped to re-connect later in the summer.

Contact to be made with other Towns that use the REACT system to start networking and cross advertising each other’s Towns to their users.

         Action Mick Hutchins and John Carr

Access Guide 2009
Now Valerie Witton's hours had been reinstated it was agreed that Mick and John would meet with Valerie and her Line Manager.

     Action John Carr
Awareness
Lindsay reported that:

She had done the interview with Louise Sugden.

She was setting up an interview with Shawn Cryans.
She had discussed an interview with Kick-FM and had to submit a list of questions for them to ask.
She still had to go on a media training course.
Item 5: 

The open meeting in April, Ron had heard back from Readibus and a representative from Reading Buses would attend. Kate to discuss with Newbury Station Manager.
   Action Kate Green

Mick to discuss with Ron when Ron returns.

Mick and Lyndsay to meet with a view to get the newsletter out with the AGM paperwork.

  Action Mick Hutchins and Lyndsay Care

John C reported that he now had a list of 450 e-mail addresses to send out the newsletters.
Item 6:

Home care.
A general discussion was held about the change in Home Care practises. The following points/concerns were raised:

Concern that service users were being told they would have to use Private Home Care without any consultation.

The general competence of some Private Home Care providers was not of sufficient level to that received from the Council Home care team.
Some users were told they would have to go onto Direct payments to pay for Private Home Care.
Past experiences found that if you were late back in the evening you missed your turn and were left to your own resources.

John Holt reported that he had not received any complaints yet.

It was decided that a meeting be arranged with Jan Evans on her return to discuss further.

      


       Action Mick Hutchins
 Car Parks
Mick’s growler had been circulated to all WBC Councillors and some replies had been received. Pressure needs to be kept up through the Councillors and the Scrutiny Board. Mick to write again to Emma Webster
      


       Action Mick Hutchins
Item 7:   

Kate reported that:

She is still involved with 1st Group on training and RBH learning group. 

She is going to try the new weighing machine at Reading main Post Office.

RBH has no Sensory Facilities for those users who require these needs.

Peter asked if a new WBDA leaflet was being sorted, Mick to speak with George.

      


       Action Mick Hutchins
Garry reported that: 

Monday 20th April was the start of “Feel good fortnight” and a Tai chi demonstration was planned for the Market Place at 10 am, all welcome to participate.
Saturday 13th June at the Corn Exchange a free event for Trustees and Committee members. What is involved in being a Trustee etc. Part of national Volanteers week. Tickets available from Garry.
Garry to forward a letter to John to forward on the Patients Panel AGM for him.

       


      Action Garry Poulson

John C reported that:
He was chasing up WBC with reference to the wrong Crossing control boxes being fitted at Faraday Road and Pinchington Lane.

After meeting note, WBC would be retifying the error and not using the contactor again.

John Holt reported that:

John Holt gave an update regarding the hydro pool. 

The Dan Daly evening, John had 24 tickets set aside at present. 
A volunteer was required for reception at the door.

A framed certificate would be presented to Dan Daly.

John had forwarded a question to the patients panel AGM which should be answered on the night. 
Item 8

Date next meeting 11th May 19:00 hours at Liberty House.
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